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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Amendment 

1. The amendments to Claims 1, 16, 18 in the submission dated 3/26/07 are 
acknowledged and accepted. In view of these amendments, the objections to the claims 
in Section 8 of the Office Action dated 12/22/06 are respectfully withdrawn. 

Response to Arguments 

2. The Applicants' arguments with respect to Claims 16-17, 19-23 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

3. Claims 16-17, 19-23 are now rejected as follows. 

Claim Rejections -35 USC §103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 16-17, 23 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Nishida et al. (U.S. Patent No. 6369940) in view of Kuroha (U.S. Patent No. 40971 16), 
of record. 

Nishida et al. discloses an interchangeable microscope stage drive assembly (See for 
example Figures 1-5, 8, 11), comprising a microscope stage (See for example 2 in 
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Figures 1-5, 8, 1 1) having a left side (See for example left side of Figure 1), a right side 
(See for example right side of Figure 1), and a hole on each of the left and the right sides 
(See for example the hole into which 1 1 is inserted into element 2 in Figures 4, 8; See 
also the set of holes into which the set of screws are inserted into element 2 on the left 
hand side of Figure 4 and the right hand side of Figure 8) of the stage; and a stage drive 
mechanism (See for example 11, 12, 31 in Figures 1-5, 8, 1 1) securable to the microscope 
stage to the left or right side of the stage (In the instant case, the stage drive mechanism is 
secured to the right side of the stage; it is also noted that this limitation is in the 
alternative, and that the stage drive is only required to be attached to one side of the 
stage), wherein the drive mechanism is secured to the stage by inserting an end of the 
drive mechanism in one of the holes at the right or left side of the stage (See 11, 12,31 
inserted into hole in right side of stage 2 in Figures 1-4; See also Figures 8, 1 1). Nishida 
et al. additionally discloses the stage drive assembly in a microscope (See for example 
Abstract; col. 2, lines 2-22; col. 3, line 66-col. 4, line 15). Nishida et al. lacks the drive 
mechanism being detachably secured, such as by a set screw. However, Kuroha teaches 
a conventional stage drive assembly for a microscope stage device (See for example 
Abstract; Figures 1-2), wherein the stage drive mechanism (See for example 11,21 in 
Figures 1-2) is securely attached to a hole in the microscope stage (See for example 2 in 
Figures 1-2) via a sleeve and a screw (See for example 6 and its associated set screw in 
Figure 2). Though Kuroha does not explicitly teach that the screw attaching the sleeve 
and stage drive mechanism is removable and re-securable, such would have been quite 
apparent to one having ordinary skill in the art, particularly for removal and replacement 
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purposes. Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have the drive mechanism be detachably secured, such as ( 
by a set screw, as taught by Kuroha, in the assembly of Nishida et al., to allow for 
removal of the drive mechanism in case of cleaning, or replacement of the drive 
mechanism in case of damage. 

6. Claims 20, 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nishida 
et al. in view of Kuroha. 

Nishida et al. in view of Kuroha discloses the invention as set forth above in Claim 16, 
except for a rack and pinion operatively arranged to effect lateral movement of a slide 
holder and/or forward and backward movement of the stage. However, Kuroha further 
teaches the use of racks and pinions to effect both lateral movement of a slide holder and 
forward and backward movement of the stage (See for example 5, 7a, 8a, 10 in Figure 2). 
Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have a rack and pinion operatively arranged to effect lateral 
movement of a slide holder and/or forward and backward movement of the stage, as 
additionally taught by Kuroha, in the assembly of Nishida et al. in view of Kuroha, for 
the purpose of providing both coarse and fine adjustments to the microscope stage, 
• allowing for accurate positioning of a specimen on the microscope stage. 

7. Claims 19, 21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Nishida 
et al. in view of Kuroha as applied to Claim 16 above, and further in view of Kanao (U.S. 
Patent No. 5802925), of record. 
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Nishida et al. in view of Kuroha discloses the invention as set forth above in Claim 16, 
except for a belt and pulley operatively arranged to effect lateral movement of the slide 
holder and/or forward and backward movement of the stage. However, the use of belts 
and pulleys as an alternative means of moving microscope stages and slide holders is 
known in the art. For example, Kanao teaches a conventional microscope stage (See for 
example Figures 1-2, 8-9), wherein stage and sample slide movement in both the x 
(lateral) and y (forward and backward) directions may be effected by either rack and 
pinion or, more advantageously, belt and pulley (See for example 8, 9a-b, lOa-b, 1 1 in 
Figure 1). Thus, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to have a belt and pulley operatively arranged to effect 
lateral movement of the slide holder and/or forward and backward movement of the 
stage, as taught by Kanao, in the assembly of Nishida et al. in view of Kuroha, for the 
purpose of effecting smooth and stable operational movement of the stage without 
receiving resistance of movement from the stage drive mechanism. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

8. Claims 1-11, 18 are allowed. 
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Conclusion 

9. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in this 
Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the 
advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than 
SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Arnel C. Lavarias whose telephone number is 571-272- 
23 1 5. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30 AM - 6 PM EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephone B. Allen can be reached on 571-272-2434. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 



Application/Control Number: 10/810,773 



Page 7 



Art Unit: 2872 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 
Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 
800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Arnel C. Lavarias 

Primary Examiner . 
Group Art Unit 2872 / /J * 
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